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Game change! This morning KVH announced the TracPhone V7, a marine
VSAT system capable of delivering truly broadband Internet, including
telephone (VOIP), to big-budget yachts cruising
much of the Americas and Europe (including
transatlantic, see below). But you don't need a
mega-size platform for the V7's dome, which is an
astounding 85% smaller than what it currently takes
to get this level of service (and 65% smaller
than slower Inmarsat Fleet 77 domes). Hence the
“mini-VSAT Broadband” name for the associated
satellite service, whose costs are also said to
be radically smaller than existing offerings. For Fhosi a7 de
instance, the per megabyte price at 512Kbps- 40 lbs. (27 kal

up/1024—down is $5 versus $32 for Inmarsat's 128/128 F77 service,
and there are various bundles and monthly plans that bring it down further.
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TracPhone V7 dame

The V7 hardware itself is $33,000, and is said to work seamlessly even as
you switch continental base stations, and since installing and testing one of
KVH's M3 TV systems last summer, | tend to believe the company's claims.
| also wasn't surprised to find excellent literature about the TP V7 at its new
mini-VSAT mini-site, including a useful comparison with existing Inmarsat
services (also available here). The paper doesn't, unfortunately, get into
how the TP V7 will compare to Inmarsat marine BGAN, but

a representative told me that while BGAN will certainly have wider
coverage, and be fairly petite, data costs will still be considerably higher. |
hope KVH also puts up its white paper about the tech innovations
underlying the whole system, because there's a lot going on under the
dome and elsewhere. Finally, while it's hard to think of $5,000 a month for
unlimited (sort-of) 512—-up/2meg-down broadband—V7's premium plan—as
a good deal, | guess it is, and that right there defines the vast gulf between
onshore and offshore Internet.
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Recent Comments

Boston ferries collide, lack of
AIS?

bigjohn said: Oh | almost forgot,
a funny is there are some double
en..

Charts etc., we've just gotten
started

Russ said: Of great value for
mariners would be sharing of
bathyme...

Gar & Ray 5" fish finding, first
impressions
bhwade said: I'm hoping you'l

give a look at the Garmin 545's
Alsc..

AlS Miami, good times

Duncan Foster said: | have just

installed the AlS250 on my E120.

AT thisti...

Real world AlS B #2, the name
game

Oscar said: Note that the NASA
AlS Engine can be updated to
receive...

Empress of the North, & Hanus
Rock

Mark Read said: Always need a
“plan B" Interesting follow up on
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Budd',r Tracking with
TIKI Navigator

Exchange position data
using a mobile phone.

See your buddies on the
chart.

Free trial.
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Only the Finest Marine
Products for Navigation,
Safety and Lifestyle.

We feature the latest
technologies- AIS, Tablet
PCs, Wifi and many hard
to find items!

Learn more about this...

Panbo ads are
dynamic

Thinking of a Panbo ad?
Mote that you can change
your ad at any time
during its run {and also
that monthly rates are
considerably less than the
weekly rate you'll first
see at Blogads).

This "Standard" size
allows anything you can
dream up with a 150x200
pixel image and 300
characters of text.
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Support Panbo w vour ad
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